	SPEAKING
	Pronunciation – silent letters




Silent letters
Silent letters are letters in a word that are not pronounced. For example, the word knot (Knoten) sounds just like the word not (nicht).
	A
	Adverbien auf –cally
	fantastically, specifically

	B
	mb
	climb, bomb, comb / tomb, thumb, numb, crumbs

	
	bt
	debt, doubt, subtle

	C
	sc 
	muscle, scissors, scene

	D
	
	Wednesday

	
	nd
	sandwich, handsome

	
	dg
	bridge, edge, ledge

	E
	als Zeichen für einen langen Vokal oder Diphthong in der vorherigen Silbe
	vgl. rid / ride
vgl. stag / stage 
vgl. breath / breathe

	G
	gn, gm
	gnat, foreign, sign, reign; diaphragm 

	
	gh
	high, light, though, through

	H
	am Wortanfang
	honest, hour, heir

	
	ch = k
	school, stomach, technique 

	
	th
	Themse, Thailand

	I
	
	business

	K
	kn
	know, knock, knife, knee

	L
	ld
	could, would, should

	
	lf
	half, calf

	
	lk
	talk, walk, folk

	
	lm
	salmon, calm

	M
	mn
	mnemonic

	N
	mn
	autumn, column, damn

	O
	
	colonel

	P
	ps
	psychology, psalm

	
	pt
	pterodactyl, receipt

	
	pn
	pneumonia

	
	sonstige
	cupboard, coup, raspberry, receipt

	R
	Britisches Englisch: -r am Wortende
	butter, car

	S
	
	aisle, island, isle

	
	
	

	T
	th
	asthma

	
	st
	listen, fasten, castle

	
	Wortende
	beret, Chevrolet, depot, ballet

	
	sonstige
	often*, soften*

	U
	ui
	build, biscuit, guitar, guide, guilt …

	
	ue
	guess, guest, baguette  ...

	
	sonstige
	silhouette 

	W
	wh
	who, whole

	
	wr
	write, wrong, wrist

	
	ws
	answer, sword

	
	sonstige
	two

	X
	frz.
	faux pas

	Z
	frz.
	rendezvous


	
EXERCISE 1 Homophones. Homophones are words that sound alike but are spelled differently. Find the pairs!
	whole – our – hour– not – knot – knight – night – air – hole – knows – buy – would – wood – two – heir – nose – muscles – by – mussels



	a. Something you do with a pen.
	write
	This word means “correct”.
	right

	b. A clown … how to make people laugh.
	
	A clown wears a red … 
	

	c. complete, total; the opposite of “a part”
	
	The rabbit family lives in a … in the ground.
	

	d. Peter goes to the gym to train his …
	
	… are a kind of sea food.
	

	e. If I were you, I … not buy this PC.
	
	We need some dry … to make a fire.
	

	f. Joan and I have lost … wallets.
	
	60 minutes = one …
	

	g. No, I do … know the answer.
	
	Do you know how to tie a necktie …?
	

	h. A … protects the king.
	
	You can see the stars at …
	

	i. One plus one makes …
	
	The water is … cold to go swimming.
	

	j. Let’s ... a present for Dave.
	
	Our summer house is … a lake.
	

	k. A person who inherits something = an …
	
	Go outside and enjoy the fresh mountain …
	




EXERCISE 2a Mark the silent letters. The letters form a solution word. 
	half – business – mnemonic 
	¾ oz freshly squeezed _ _ _ e     

	guitar – scissors
	j_ i _e

	iron – fantastically – autumn – gnat
	1 oz o_ _ _ _ e liquor 

	listen – guess – should 
	1 ½ oz  _ e q _ i _ a



2b Now make your own „secret word“ for your partner. You can use the list on page 1. 

EXERCISE 3 Underline all silent letters in the text and read it out loud.
The old king was very sick; he suffered from asthma and pneumonia. As he did not have an heir, the knights were very nervous. Who would reign over the island after his death? One of the knights, Lancelot, thought that he was cut out to be king because he was handsome and quick with the sword. But his brother Richard thought he would be a better guide to the people because he had visited many foreign countries, knew how to write poetry and was extremely good at ballet.
Then the hour of the king’s death came. As the priest was reciting psalms, Lancelot leaned towards his brother and whispered in his ear: …





Vocabulary list
aisle			Gang, Gangreihe (z.B. im Flugzeug)
asthma			Asthma (Atemwegserkrankung)
beret			Baskenmütze (eine weiche, runde Kappe)
calf			Kalb; Wade
coup			Putsch, Staatsstreich
crumb			Krümel
depot			Lagerhalle
diaphragm		Zwerchfell	
faux pas		Fehltritt, Ausrutscher
heir			Erbe
ledge			Felsvorsprung; Kante
mnemonic		mnemotechnisch (= Gedächtnistechniken zur Erinnerung nutzend)
numb			taub, gefühllos
pneumonia		Lungenentzündung
receipt			Quittung
reign (v)		regieren
salmon			Lachs
stag			Hirsch
tomb			Grab, Grabstätte



Answer key
EXERCISE 1 a. write / right; b. knows / nose; c. whole / hole; d. muscles / mussels; e. would / wood; f. our / hour; g. not / knot; h. knight / night; i. two / too; j. buy / by; k. heir / air
EXERCISE 2
	half – business – mnemonic 
	¾ oz freshly squeezed l i m e     

	guitar – scissors
	J u i c e

	iron – fantastically – autumn – gnat
	1 oz o r a n g e liquor 

	listen – guess – should 
	1 ½ oz  t e q u i l a



EXERCISE 3
The old king was very sick; he suffered from asthma and pneumonia. As he did not have an heir, the knights were very nervous. Who would reign over the island after his death? One of the knights, Lancelot, thought that he was cut out to be king because he was handsome and quick with the sword. But his brother Richard thought he would be a better guide to the people because he had visited many foreign countries, knew how to write poetry and was extremely good at ballet.
Then the hour of the king’s death came. As the priest was reciting psalms, Lancelot leaned towards his brother and whispered in his ear: …
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